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Mr. Babu owner of
Original KeralaJewellers

CHOOSING
DIAMOND...

/4 legacy that has stood for over 70

years if your are long-dwelling chennaite,
especially a T.Nagar dweller or frequenter,
you would not look for behind ORIGINAL
KERLA JEWELLERS for history in
ornament trade and yes, this trade has

Raghuraman
|

the World come from the Cullinan (1905
premier mine, South Africa WT.3106
Carat)

How are diamonds brought to India?

The diamons are brought through
diamond trading companies to India.
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About the range of colours in
diamonds sir?

Oh sure! Diamonds appear
ornamental orange, pink, blue, and
green. But they are known as fancy
diamonds and are a rarity.

How is a diamond cut & shaped?

Today lasers used to cut
diamonds. Earlier this was done

been tinted with aesthetic value too, what
with gleaming diamonds being part of their
affluent jewel repertory........

Mr. Babu Emmanuel owener of

2/ manually, but it is too hard to work
and get an accurate and symmetrical
shape. Laser cut diamonds have
different and acute angles and they also
gleam more.

(OKJ) Original Kerala Jewellers, of his
historic edifice in jewellery business
connoisseur in probably world’s finest
gem, diamond of course, despite his
gammed time-tabs, spoke with us
delectably of diamonds..........

Diamonds means?

The diamond derived its name from
the Greek word adamas, which means
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unconguerable or un-tamable.

Is a diamond evolved or how is
diamond got?

A mineral transparent and crystalised
form of pure carbon. It’s the hardest

surface metal known to man because
its ever-present hardness lost forever,
unlike the other gems.
Natural diamonds are
issued from earth’s
upper mantle. The high
temperature and
pressure under ground
causes carbon to crystal
to the surface. Thus
diamond is formed.

Can we know bit a
about the possession

or license for
diamonds?
The largest cut

diamonds of rare quality
are in the control of the
Government. The
diamond mined from
jager mines are known
as “blue jacker”. The
largest cut diamond in

How many shapes do we have in
diamonds?

Diamonds have a minimum of 32 &
maximum of 58 facets. Round brilliant
diamomds has 58 facets.

About the diamond-
companies!

trading

Yeah, De beers, Nakshtra, Asmi etc
are all only brand names. But it's the
IGA which gives certifies these
diamonds. (Internal Gemological Institute
Of India).

Before buying a Dimond what are the
features we must take note of ?

Basically there are four criteria we
must attend to cut, colour, clarity and
carat each with its own denomination.
For the cut, round brilliant is preferably
the best and for colour the standard D&E
is the finest. In clarity while the acronyms
FL&IF (standing for Flawless and Internal
Flawless respectively) is the mark of
clarity, in terms of carat (Meaning the
purity of the diamonds 4&3 carat
diamonds demand greater worth and pride
of place of possession °
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Tourist Centres in Tamilnadu

r Kothandaraman

KACHEEPURAM

“Lhe city of thousand temples, Kancheepuram is one of the seven
sacred cities of India. A former capital of the pallavas, it is famous for
the exquisitely woven silk sarees. Places to see include
Ekambareswarar Temple, Varadhgaraja Perumal Temple, Vaikunda
Perumal Temple, Kamakoti Mutt, Kailasanathar Temple, Kamatchi
Amman Temple etc.,

During 1994 roughly 5.3 Lakh domestic tourists and 0.25 lakh foreign
tourists visited here whereas during 2000 roughly 6.9 lakh domestic
tourists and 0.38 foreign tourists have visited here.

Thirty Indian Tourists have been selected and surveyed in this center.
CHIDAMBARAM

It is famous for the temple dedicated to Lord Nataraja, the Cosmic
Dancer (Lord Siva). The Annamalai University located here is a major
residential University, Pichavaram a dense mangrove forest is the
nearest place for sight seeing.

TIRUCHIRAPALLI

Tiruchirapalli known for its rock fort temple at height of over 83 metres.
Other renewed temples are Sri. Ranganathan Swamy Temple
(Srirangam), the Siva temple at Thiruvanaikaval and Samayapur
Mariamman Temple, worthwhile visits include Narthamalai,
Sithannavasal Kudumiyammalai, Kodumbalur. Famous for their
ancient across the Cauvery river, built by the Chola King Karikalai in
2nd Century A.D. is an engineering marvel and fine picnic spot.

THANJAVUR
The home of Carnatic music, Musical instruments, dance and

Traditional handicrafts, Thanjavur is famous for the Brahadeeswaran
Temple. The temple, constructed more than a thousand years ago

by the Cholai King Raja Raja is [
an architect's marvel. The art
Gallery and the Saraswathi
Mahal Library are also places of B
interest. % A ‘%'E“
RAMESWARAM ?ﬁm oy
One of the most sacred towns of m
India, it is well known for its i
temple Corridor, the largest of its ' ’
kind, the Bathing Ghat, Ganthamathana Parvatham, Kothandaramar
Temple, Kurusadai and other nearly by islands.

MADURAI

Once the capital city of Pandyas, Madurai is the Second largest city
in Tamil Nadu. Itis famous for the Meenakshi Temple with its towering
Gopurams and rare Sculptures. Other important attractions include
Thirumalai Naicker Mahal, Mariamman Temple, Koodal Alagar
Temple and the Gandhi Museum.

KODAIKANAL

Kodaikanal is one of India's most beautiful hill stations located at an
altitude of 2,133 mts (7000 feet) frequented by tourists in large
numbers throughout the year.

UDHAGAMANDALAM

Popularly referred to as "Queen of Hill Stations"” Ooty
(Udhagamandalam) is located at a height of 2,288 mts (7,500 feet).
Popular tourist attractions include the Botanical Gardens, Lake,
Doddabetta Mukurthi Peak, the Pykara Dam and Sprawling tea
plantations.

KANNIYAKUMARI

Another famous Piligrim Centre situated at the land's end of India, at
the confluence of the Indian Ocean the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian
Sea. The Kumariamman Temple, the Colossal 133 foot tall
Tiruvalluvar Statue, Gandhi Memorial, the Beach and the
Vivekananda Memorial are the Places of Interests.

LESS KNOW PLACES (PICNIC SPOTS) IN TAMIL NADU
DECLARED BY GOVT. OF INDIA.

Vedanthangal, Amirthi forest, Bhavani, Theerthamalai, Kolli Hills,
Kalvaryan hills, Point Calkimere (Kodiakarai), Srirangam,
Thiruchengodu, Thirupulani, Mundanthurai, Kalugumalai, Tenkasi,
Kothaiaru, Tiruparappu Falls, Moondradaippu, Kanchirankulai,
Vaigaidam, Palmuthircholai, Viralimalai, Maruthamalai,
Chitannavasal, Pillairapatti, Pichavaram, Kalayar Koil, Kangai Knoda
Cholopuram, Perur, Thirumurthymalai, Palaverkadu, Vallimalai,
Senjikottai, Sathanurdam, Athiyamankottai, Thiruvakkarai,
Mukkombu, Kunnur, Pykara Falls, Perijam Eri, Manora, Vattakottai,
Koodanku lam, Papanasam Falls. e
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- Raghu Raman
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Aeroplane asked the Y @b BISI...
rocket, Friend why do you Ph  Widd  Gausvar...

fly so fast? Poda dubbuku Brsil gudsyb@ 2 eirCar...
Unukku pinnadi Nerupu 5 GamiGul...

vacha Appa Theriyum. b Beai sasen P

Sardar went to his GpyhHe0 FRASHGCUTH...

Mamanar House for New
Year and he was eating
some shacks. Sardar :
Intha Muruku Vithyasama
Irukka, Athu Muruku ilae
Mappilae Musquito coil.

G w&smew erewm LITeL
wrGpr 19& ursQas
Slg FLLMTeN WFFTET
@uugrer B o agrym
Qmésambd, gemenm
Hmbeaneaier Gamene
QeuGuim_ @wLiLer!

6l WHEEHD T HBMN

9 MET&HID...

SI6UTFl...

ANCUTH  HIS...

hoihs urihmsmil  GETsrarmi
owr #nd piod  CUIGRIS...

Raja & Rani tired of using
Mobiles,Decided two use
pigeons. One Day Pigon
Reaches Raja Without
Messages Angry Raja calls
Rani. Rani says Idiot it was
a Missed Call.
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r A DOTS Conference and
Exhibition on Tuberculosis
Awareness and Medication
was arranged at Hotel Abu
Palace in Chetput on the 16"
and 17t of December. Dr. Rao
delivered a lecture to the
students of Loyola and Stella
Marys as part of the
programme.

r Rajinikanth’s second daughter
Sondarya Rajinikanth busy with
school and Multimedia activities

r China claims K2, Godwin
Austin (the highest peak in
India) to be hers.

r Second term White House
occupant President George W.
Bush was awarded by the Time
Magazine. Emissaries
including Fahrenheit 9/11s
Director Michael Moore were
present at the award-giving
function.

r Little Theatre's Producer Mrs.
Aisha Rao dedicates this years
Christmas Pantomime,
Hercules, by her team to her
late father, she nostalgically
quoted her father saying. "My
father, always believed that
no matter what life must go
on. This year's performances
are a tribute to him".
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OgnemeoBud’ : 5211 3535
http://www.tamilcinema.com/vergal
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TAMIL NADU AND THE
TURBULENT TRYST WITH
TSUNAMIS:

December, Chennai The Tsunami on
Sunday, the 26" of December, one
surmisesis thefirst in the Indian Ocean.
Isit true?... Yes and no: yes since there
has been no Tsunami in the Indian Ocean
since meteorological recording has
commenced, but no since the shores of
what we call as Tamil Nadu has
experienced such tidal waves at least
thrice—once 3000 years ago, once 2000
years ago and once again in 2 B.C when
the famous Kaveripoompattinam (now
called Poompuhar) wasannihilated literary
and other sources say.

From present Australia stretching across
the Sri Lanka and Maldives and Tamil
Nadu to current day South Africa was
once upon a time a single continental
mass, which people called as Lemuria. It
is the havoc played in the northern
hemisphere by these waves, which has
abstracted these landmasses from each
other, Sangam literature says . If not for
what we call today as Tsunami—a
Japanese tongue-twister, which has

- Srinivas u

become a cliche even with the illiterate
rural masses in the past few days—what
we call today as Tamil Nadu might have
been much bigger and more grandiosein
its cultural variety.

Tsunami 2004:

Albeit it was agood opportunity to work
asatrandator with Mr. Paul Watson, Los
Angeles Times, the opportunity became
an onus tinged with sorrow, in spite of
thefact that | travelled dispassionately as
a student of journalism.

It is indeed a well-known fact by now
that in Tamil Nadu Cuddalore and
Nagappatinam have reported most
casudlties, fatal injuriesandthelike. While
the reactions of the people in both places
can be sampled as a sort of totality of the
lifelong repercussions that such natural
trauma can leave behind to survivors, it
is the ruthless vandalism of property in
theport citiesthat ismost shocking, since
death has become away of lifein aweek.
In Nagapattinam for instance, huge
cranes were trying to pull huge fishing
trowlers about 49 metreslong, which had
been flung about 300 to 400 metres by
the Tsunami. Similar statistics have

emanated from Cuddal ore aswell, where
most people saw the tidal wave as a
suddenly “blackened mass of furious
ocean coming for us.” Both areas
interestingly, due to their propinquity to
each other perhaps, reported similar kinds
of observationsin Sri Lanka.

In Cuddalore for instance, when a man
said there werethree waves, each ensuing
the other within an interval of about half
hour to forty minutes, and each with
intensity lesser than the other we were
bemused; but his fact concurred with
what alady had to say at the port city of
Nagapattinam, whose access through the
Karaikal bridge hasbecomeimpossibleon
account of the crashing of the bridge
between Karaikal and Nagapattinam
during the wave. The sources at Chennai
port say that in Chennai unlike in her
Southern neighbouring townships,
villagesand hamlets only onewave struck
around quarter to nine. It had seemed
more like a sheet as opposed to a huge
wall-like semblance, which the southern
villagers had ascribed to the wave. The
wave came over the jetty and three or
four shipslost their lines before a couple
of pilots got their acts together with the
tugs. Experienced sailors say that within
the ocean due to lack of waves no trace
of abnormality is generally felt .

But now, far from the hubbub of the
Tsunami’sdetails, itistherelief measures
to which the attention turns especially in
the wake of U.N’s warning about
epidemics, if food, health and shelter
aren’'t heeded to soon.

Corpses are being buried all over the
place, wherever one finds some piece of
earth, in both the port villages. The stench
of the dead only accentuates the strength
of their memoriesfor which peoplelong.
Three villages have been destroyed and
yet no relief measure seems to have
percolated from the governmental
machinery. Removal of corpses,
distribution of food packets, medication
are all being bestowed by NGOs and
volunteering individuals. The horrendous
route to some of these destinations at the
best of times seems a pretext to the
governmental agencies probably.

Toleranceto natural inevitabilities, which
veils our weaknesses, is not a matter to
be proud about. In the typhoon in Orissa
in 2000 more than 100000 died in
probably the greatest natural calamity to
have hit the region. Yet in weeks the
media, the experts, the government and
thewhol e spectrum of responsible people
seem to have had enough about it to go
on to the next matter. That India, by al
meansadevel oping country, doesn’'t have
a monitoring system under the
Department of Oceanic Sciences is a
shame. At least a cyclonic warning
system is a necessity. For the extension
of this design one can laud the designs
of the Home Ministry and Shivraj Patil.
But if thiswill be an errand relentlessly
pursued over a period of time, or if this
will be another mediashow shelved once
the dampness of sadness is over, only
time cantell. And those who are lucky to
survive these scares untouched must
fathom that we may not have another
time. H
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January:

February:

India and Pakistan resume air links after a truce

Australia manages to salvage a draw in the Sydney test and the
series (1-1) as Steve Waugh retires from test cricket.

Election Commission announces dates for the Lok Sabha elections.
Protest launched against SC’s decision over Right to Strike.

Rabindranath Tagore’s Nobel Prize Memorabilia stolen from the
Museum

Lal Kishen Advani commences a nationwide “India Shining” yatra

Infosys becomes India’s first listed [T company to record turnover

of $ 1 billion.

Actress Sondarya and three others, including her brother, crash
to death following an aircraft failure.

India wins her first test and ODI series on Pakistan soil.

General elections are held for the Parliament and several other
states. Congress returns to power at the centre following eight
years in exile-Sonia Gandhi surprisingly hands over reins to Dr.
Manmohan Singh, whose swearing in, his predecessor
A.B.Vajpayee attends

Twelfth standard board exam results are announced in Chennai.
Somnath Chaterjee unanimously elected Lok Sabha Speaker.

Padma Awards given (Padmashri- Rahul Dravid, Sourav Ganguly,
Anupam Kher (among 74). Padma Vibhushan-
M.N.Venkatacheliah (erstwhile CJI), novelist Amrita Pritam (among
4) and Padma Bhushan- Gulzar, M.V.Kamath, T.N.Seshagopalan
(among 17))

2004-3

&Ee&dEIw ueue
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September :

October :

November :

December :

(PSE  (LPEDUITELD.

Eighty-seven school children are burnt alive at the Saraswathi
English Medium School, Kumbakkonam, Tanjore District.

Counselling to Professional Education in Chennai postponed as
a fallout of three cases regarding purview of 22 questions in
TNPCEE (Tamil Nadu Professional Courses Entrance
Examination), Seniority Factor in the Medical Entrance and the
case filed by the Consortium of Professional Arts’ and Science
Colleges.

Major Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore wins Independent India’s first
individual silver at Athens (August 17)

Counselling for Medicine (August 6) re-commences, and
Engineering Counselling begins in Chennai (August 11).

George W. Bush gets Second Term at White House with more
than 52 % popular votes and 272 at the Congress.

Rahul Dravid voted the International Test Cricketer of the Year;
Australia the Best Team.

The most feared forest Brigand Veerapan dies, allegedly shot by
the STF (October 18)

Jacques Derrida, the Algerian born, French philosopher dies
(October 8)

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (November 11), Novelist Arthur
Hailey (November 24) die

The Kanchi Shankaracharya His Holiness Sri Jayenda Saraswathi
is arrested ensuing the murder of Temple Manager
Shankararaman.

Legendary Carnatic Musician M.S.Subbulakshmi (December 11),
resplendent Indian batsman VijayHazare (December 16) and
Former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao (December 23) die.

Earthquake under the Indian ocean bed in the Indonesia triggers
first Tsunami in the Indian ocean in centuries. Toll soars to more
than 10,000 in four days. Ten countries in the south-east Asian
coastline hit including Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia and Maldives.
Aftershocks felt in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. Simultaneous earthquake hits Antarctica on
December 26th measuring 8.0 on the Richter Scale. H
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